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According to local and foreign news reports, Central American foreign ministers meeting in Panama
City on Jan. 12 disagreed over which country had the best record of peace accord compliance.
They also disagreed on whether to accept the report on compliance prepared by the International
Verification and Follow-up Commission set up under the accord. The Commission consisting of
representatives of the United Nations, Organization of American States, the Central American
nations, and eight Latin American member nations in the Contadora and Support Groups recently
completed a tour of the five Central American signatory countries prior to delivering a report to the
foreign ministers. The latter were to prepare a report on compliance for their respective presidents,
scheduled to meet in San Jose, Costa Rica, on Jan. 15. Most diplomats and observers have stated that
the most likely result of the Jan. 15 summit is an extension of the period to comply with the peace
accord's provisions. Meanwhile, Salvadoran and Honduran officials have told reporters that they
do not support an extension. The presidents of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala
have been "urged" by the Reagan administration to label Nicaragua in public statements as most
guilty in terms of non-compliance with the accords. The public charges are reportedly necessary
to influence members of the US Congress to vote for contra aid on Feb. 3-4. The Senate and the
House will each debate the matter for just one day, and then vote yes or no. (Basic data from various
sources, including Prensa Latina, 01/13/88)
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